
MY FOURTH LIFE
This time my name was Lucky.  I was born in 1786 on the Montpelier

Plantation, and I was James Madison’s cat.

Farms today are usually smaller than in 1786. Back then, though, they
didn’t have tractors, bulldozers or chainsaws to help with farm work.

They didn’t have electric stoves or vacuum cleaners in the house to help
with cooking and cleaning.

There were only small towns and few stores in Orange County.

Big plantations like Montpelier had to provide most things for themselves.



It took a lot of people run a big plantation in the time before the Civil
War.  Enslaved African Americans were used to do the work on a big

plantation like Montpelier.

Some slaves cleared, plowed, planted and harvested the fields. Others
made boards for building things or made horseshoes for the horses.

Some worked around the house, cooking, serving, cleaning and
mending.

Late in November 1786, while the slaves were cutting trees and clearing
land for crops, I was born in a pile of brush. A field slave named Sam

rescued me just before the brushpile was burned.

That’s how I got my name, Lucky. Sam took me to his friend Milley, one of
James Madison’s house slaves. That’s how I met Mr. Madison and

became his friend.



James Madison was very, VERY SMART.

He had gone to Princeton University, and after he came home he
continued to learn by studying law, government and history. He was also

learning how to farm and run a huge plantation.

His friend Thomas Jefferson called him, “The best farmer in the world.”

Mr. Madison loved farming and he loved Montpelier.

But he kept being called away to serve Virginia and his country many
times beginning with his election to the Virginia Legislature in 1776.

By the time I came along, he had already helped write the Virginia
Constitution, The Virginia Declaration of Rights, and served on the

Governor’s Council.

Mr. Madison was also a member of Orange County’s Committee of
Safety -- There were no police departments back then either.
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